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in regard to them, until, becoming concerned from what I
heard, I questioned Lenthall direct, when he disclaimed all
responsibility and almost all knowledge of them. I then
inquired clearly and earnestly of Fox, who placed the
whole blame on Stimers. The latter, I heard, had quar-
relled with Ericsson and had been carrying forward the
construction of these vessels, reporting and consulting
with no one but Fox and Admiral Gregory.

July 20, Wednesday. My son, Thomas G. Welles, left
to-day for the Army of the Potomac, having received
orders from the War Department to report to General
Grant. To part with him has been painful to me beyond
what I can describe. Were he older and with more settled
principles and habits, some of the anxieties which oppress
me would be relieved. But he is yet a mere youth and has
gone to the camp with boyish pride and enthusiasm, and
will be in danger of being misled when beyond a parent's
control. He is just eighteen and goes alone on his mission.
I have tried to dissuade him so far as I could with pro-
priety, but there was a point beyond which I could not
well go. In the condition of the country and when others
were periling their lives and the lives of their children, how
could I refrain, and resist the earnest appeals of my son,
whose heart was set upon going? To have positively pro-
hibited him would have led to bad results, and perhaps not
have accomplished the end desired. Yet it has been hard
to part with him, and as he left me, I felt that it was uncer-
tain whether we should ever meet again, and if we do he
may be mutilated, and a ruined man. I have attended
closely to my duties, but am sad, and unfit for any labor.

July 21, Thursday. Edgar and John left this morning
for Connecticut.

Wrote a letter to Attorney-General Bates, transmitting
copy of the report of Mr. Wilson inculpating Attorney
Delafield Smith, of New York in the management of the